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ABSTRACT

The International Master in Water Engineering is a Joint Degree offered by the University of A
Coruna and the Hochschule Magdeburg-Stendal, which counts with the collaboration of other
prestigious international higher education institutions. This context, together with the prestige
of its lecturers and the high rates of employability of its graduates, has attracted the interest of
students from all over the world and with different educational backgrounds. This success is a
source of pride, but also a challenge for the lecturers, who must ensure that very different
student profiles acquire the same high quality knowledge (Cohen et al., 1997). The solution
chosen by the three lecturers of the subject “Water Treatment and Energy Efficiency”, whose
profile is also different, consists of a combination of multiple teaching methodologies that has
been carried out in a coordinated and conscious way (Kolesnikova, 2016). There are some
initial classes on cultural integration, the difficulty of the topics is progressively increased,
these and the lecturers are orderly alternated during the term and both the work in changing
small groups and activities inviting students to speak in public are promoted. It is also worth
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noting the large number of practical lessons in the class (problem resolution), in the laboratory
(experiments) and in the field (e.g. sample collection), the numerous practical trips and the
involvement in companies of the sector. Following these guidelines, an attendance level of
almost 100% as well as very good academic results are achieved. In addition, feedback about
the subject and the used methodologies is collected at the end of each term from students and
lecturers at both institutions. All these data are the inputs of a self-evaluation model of the
teaching quality, which allows the lecturers to detect options/needs for improvement.
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