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The GLM results for kelp holdfast samples showed a lower effect of all the factors on
ile and adult patterns, with no observable differences among variables. A high
proportion of the models obtained for this group of samples were not significant. This
suggests that the influence of environmental conditions could be attenuated inside kelp
holdfasts. These results, altogether with the ontogenic distribution patterns of the species
found in holdfasts as well as the significant differences observed in diversity between
‘them and rocky habitats, suggest that holdfasts are used as a temporary shelter rather
than a nursery habitat.
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. Sandy bottom coverage was significant only in sheltered areas of one sampling site and therefore GLM
T~ -1+ was notfitted. The diversity and evenness found in this habitat were very low due to the dominance of




