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This paper explores the use of linguistic features characteristic of impersonal or personal 
style in scientific writing by female authors in the eighteenth century. Variables such 
as discipline, subject-matter and genre are used to assess the ways in which abstract 
thought and argumentation are expressed by women, given that, even when these works 
were accepted by the scientific establishment, such modes of expression were more 
typical of men and men’s writing in the context of the Modern Age. Data from different 
genres and disciplines (History, Philosophy, Astronomy and Life Sciences) will be used 
in order to obtain more reliable findings. 
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2. Being a ‘Woman Scientist’ in the 1700s 
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3. Abstraction in Multidimensional Analysis 
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EG:9DB>C6I:�� ;DAADL:9� 7N� by�E6HH>K:H� ������� 8DC?JC8IH� ������ 6C9� 69K:G7>6A� HJ7��
DG9>C6IDGH� �����	� � -=:� H>B>A6G� ;G:FJ:C8>:H� ;DG� � I=:H:� ;>C6A� I=G::� ;:6IJG:H� � B6N� 7:�
688DJCI:9�;DG�7N� I=:�6G<JB:CI6I>K:�C6IJG:�D;�E=>ADHDE=>86A� I:MIH��L=>8=�9:B6C9H�6�
=><=:G� JH:� D;� 69K:G7>6A� HJ7DG9>C6IDGH� 6C9� 8DC?JC8IH�� 6C9� 6AHD� I=:� C::9� ID� DK:GIAN�
:MEG:HH�I=:�6<:CI�>C�68I>DCH	�

-=:�H:8DC9�K6G>67A:��<:CG:��>H�6AHD�D;�>CI:G:HI�=:G:�H>C8:�"�7:A>:K:�>I�B6N�=6K:�HDB:�
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EGDEDGI>DC�D;�;:6IJG:H�INE>86A�D;�67HIG68I�DG�>BE:GHDC6A�HINA:	�-=:�>CHIGJ8I>DC6A�C6IJG:�
D;�I=>H�<:CG:�B6N�:MEA6>C� I=>H	��A:6G�6C9�9>G:8I� >C;DGB6I>DC�� IG6CHB>II>C<�68I>DCH�DG�
9:H8G>7>C<�8DC8:EIH�� >H�L=6I� G:6AAN�B6II:GH�=:G:�� 6C9�B:CI>DC>C<�L=D�E:G;DGBH� I=:�
68I>DCH�B6N�CDI�7:�G:A:K6CI�6I�6AA	�-=:�I:MI�INE:�:HH6N�6C9�IG:6I>H:�H::BH�ID�=6K:�BDG:�
DG�A:HH�8DBE6G67A:�7:=6K>DJG�>C�I=>H�G:HE:8I��L=:G:6H�DJG�H6BEA:�7:ADC<>C<�ID�‘DI=:G’ 
<:CG:��IG6K:AD<J:��:M=>7>IH�6�BDG:�8DC8G:I:�HINA:�>C�L=>8=�6JI=DG>6A�EG:H:C8:�>H�BDG:�
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5.1. Conjuncts 
�>7:G�et al	� �������CDI:� I=6I� I=:�;DAADL>C<�8DC?JC8IH�86C�7:�8DCH>9:G:9�;DG� I=:�HIJ9N�D;�
67HIG68I�DG�>BE:GHDC6A�HINA:��alternatively, altogether, consequently, conversely, eg, e.g., 
else, furthermore, hence, however, i.e., instead, likewise, moreover, namely, nevertheless, 
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nonetheless, notwithstanding, otherwise, rather, similarly, therefore, thus, viz, in 
comparison, in contrast, in particular, in addition, in conclusion, in consequence, in 
sum, in summary, in any event, in any case, in other words, for example, for instance, by 
contrast, by comparison, as a result, as a consequence, on the contrary, on the other 
hand, that is	�
'DI�6AA�I=:�INE:H�DC�I=>H�>C>I>6A�A>HI�=6K:�7::C�;DJC9�>C�I=:�8DGEJH�=:G:	�-67A:���H:IH�
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-=:�ILD�BDHI�CJB:GDJH�INE:H�=:G:�6G:�thus 6C9�therefore��ILD�G:HJAI6I>K:�8DC?JC8IH�
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ADL� CJB7:G� D;� I=>H� INE:� D;� 8DCC:8IDG�� 9J:� ID� I=:� ;68I� I=6I� I=:� I:MI� H6BEA:� =:G:� >H�
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Figure 7   �DC?JC8IH�E:G�9>H8>EA>C:�
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,8>:C8:H� >H� 6� IG:6I>H:�� I=:� EG:H:C8:� D;� � 8DC?JC8IH� >C� � I=:� DI=:G� ILD�LDG@H� �7DI=�
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5.2. Passive Constructions 
&N�96I6�8DCI6>C�6�IDI6A�D;�������E6HH>K:�HIGJ8IJG:H	��H�B:CI>DC:9�67DK:��I=>H�>C8AJ9:H�
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�DI=�@>C9H�D;�E6HH>K:�HIGJ8IJG:H�L>AA�7:�9:6AI�L>I=�>C�,:8I>DCH��		��6C9��		��7:ADL	�
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5.2.1. Agentless passives 
-=:G:�B6N� 7:� 9>;;:G:CI� G:6HDCH� :MEA6>C>C<� I=:� EG:;:G:C8:� ;DG� 6<:CIA:HH� E6HH>K:H� >C�
H8>:CI>;>8�LG>I>C<�� <>K:C� I=6I�L=:C�CD�6<:CI�D88JGH� I=>H� ;6KDJGH�:C9� ;D8JH�DC�DI=:G�
:A:B:CIH��HJ8=�6H�K:G7H�DG�8DBEA:B:CIH	�-=>H�B:6CH�D;�EG:H:CI>C<�I=:�>C;DGB6I>DC�>H�
=><=AN� G:A:K6CI� >C� HJ8=� I:MIH�� EA68>C<� :BE=6H>H� DC� EGD8:HH:H�� 8DC8:EIH� DG� D7?:8IH�
L=>8=�6G:�C:L�ID�I=:�G:69:G	�(I=:G�G:6HDCH�;DG�H>A:C8>C<�I=:�6<:CI�B6N�7:��

�
>I� >H� JC@CDLC� 6AI=DJ<=� >BEA>:9� 3…4�� >I� =6H� 6AG:69N� 7::C� G:;:GG:9� ID�� 9>G:8IAN� DG�
>C9>G:8IAN�3…4��>I�B6N�7:�JC9:GHIDD9�;GDB�I=:�8DCI:MI��7JI�>I�>H�8DCH>9:G:9�>GG:A:K6CI�
3…4�� I=:� >BEA>:9� �<:CI� >H� ‘E:DEA:’ DG� ‘DC:’�� I=:� E6HH>K:� :MEG:HH>C<� 6� <:C:G6A�
HI6I:B:CI� 3…4�� :>I=:G� DJI� D;� EDA>I:C:HH�� ID� 6KD>9� 7A6B>C<� HDB:DC:� :AH:�� DG�
8DCK:GH:AN��ID�6KD>9�I6@>C<�I=:�7A6B:�DC:H:A;��I=:�HE:6@:G�L>H=:H�ID�B6H@�I=:�DG><>C�
D;�I=:�68I>DC	���DLC>C<���%D8@:����������

�

�H� G:<6G9H� 9>H8>EA>C:�� 6<:CIA:HH� E6HH>K:H� 6G:� CDI� :FJ6AAN� 9>HIG>7JI:9	�'DGB6A>O:9�
;><JG:H� H=DL� I=6I� %>;:� ,8>:C8:H� =6H� I=:� =><=:HI� EGDEDGI>DC� D;� 6<:CIA:HH� E6HH>K:H��
;DAADL:9�7N��HIGDCDBN	�"I�>H�LDGI=�B:CI>DC>C<�I=6I�I=:�ILD�9>H8>EA>C:H�7:ADC<>C<�ID�
I=:�<GDJE�D;�'6IJG6A� 6C9��M68I�,8>:C8:H�� 688DG9>C<� ID� I=:�.'�,�(�8A6HH>;>86I>DC��
8DCI6>C�I=:�=><=:HI�G6I:H��8DCH:FJ:CIAN��I=:�ILD�!JB6C>I>:H�9>H8>EA>C:H��!>HIDGN�6C9�
)=>ADHDE=N��:M=>7>I�I=:�ADL:HI�CJB7:GH��6H�H=DLC�>C�-67A:��	�

�><JG:���EG:H:CIH�I=>H�H6B:�>C;DGB6I>DC�:MEG:HH:9�6H�E:G8:CI6<:H	�
�
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